
Add a subheading

Create a “Right to Counsel in Immigration Proceedings Coordinator” that would be responsible for organizing and
directing the statewide universal representation program. 
Ensure that immigrants in detention receive state funded representation in deportation proceedings. 

For people detained in Maryland, ensure they are connected with organizations that can provide counsel.
For Maryland residents detained out-of-state, provide stipends directly to residents to retain counsel as well as
to designated community groups to facilitate access to counsel. 
Ensure swift access to counsel (representation beginning at the time of the individual’s first scheduled
appearance in a deportation proceeding). 

Ensure that detained immigrants and their families are supported in a holistic way by:
Ensuring access to counsel for the full length of deportation proceedings (representation would only terminate
after final judgments by the Board of Immigration Appeals and/or federal court of appeals and in all other legal
matters affecting relief from deportation).
Designating community groups to conduct outreach and education with communities impacted by immigration
detention (know-your-rights trainings; distributing written information; developing neighborhood defense
committees; and referring individuals to support services).

Under our nation’s immigration laws, people in deportation proceedings do not have a right to government funded
counsel. This means that, despite the dire consequences of deportation, tens of thousands of people represent
themselves pro se (on their own) in immigration court each year. In Maryland, we estimate that, every year, approximately
530 adults are held in immigration detention and forced to represent themselves pro se in deportation proceedings. This
violates the fundamental principle of due process, harms immigrant communities, and damages local economies. 

[SB317] - Right to Counsel in Immigration Proceedings would create a universal representation program across the State
of Maryland. This program would (1) provide legal representation to people in immigration detention in Maryland and
Maryland residents detained in other states; and (2) provide holistic support to the families of detained Marylanders
facing deportation.

What does this bill do?

Both Prince George's County and Baltimore City have developed universal representation programs that have
transformed the lives of immigrants facing deportation and their families. It's time for Maryland to do the same. 
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deserve a Fair Chance in Court!
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